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www.StopTheWar.GQ.NU 
Tired of asking politely for peace through 
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JAN.  21 

NORTHEAST CONSULTA 
ON DIRECT ACTION AGAINST THE WAR 

(A) 

Reading a zine is not enough! Get involved—come to 
a meeting, and meet other likeminded people who 
are doing great work and building the movement! 
 

Hartford Independent Media Center: Puts out the Hartford 
Undercurrent newspaper, RadioActive Wednesdays at noon 
on 91.3 FM, Saturdays @ 3:00PM on 107.7FM WFCS, and 
Tuesdays @ 5:30PM on 88.1 FM WESU; and also does 
movie nights and media literacy classes in colleges and high 
schools. Meets every Saturday morning at 10:00 AM at Café 
La Paloma Sabanera at 405 Capitol Ave., Hartford.  

Food Not Bombs: Recovering nutritious vegetarian food 
that would have been discarded otherwise, we cook and 
serve it to people in immediate need. They serve in Bushnell 
Park, Hartford Saturdays and Sundays at 3 PM, and in 
Central Park, New Britain at 3 PM Sundays. Email 
lkerith@hotmail.com for Hartford or        
NewBritainFNB@riseup.net for NB.  

Free People’s Movement: Revolutionary socialist organiza-
tion. Check out www.FreePeoplesMovement.org or call 
Francisco at (860) 803-9924 for more info.  
 
Latinos Contra La Guerra (Against the War): Anti-war 
group based in the Latino community of the Hartford area, 
organizing demonstrations, counter-recruitment and 
around the issue of immigrant justice. They meet at 3:00 
PM Saturdays at La Paloma Sabanera, 405 Capitol Ave, 
Hartford. Email LatinosContraLaGuerra@yahoo.com for 
more info.  
 
 
 
Recommended Websites:  
www.infoshop.org—Revolutionary news and 
resources 
www.AnarchistFAQ.org—Everything you 
could possibly want to know about anarchism. 
www.IllegalVoices.org– Anarchist People of 

www.RetailWorker.com—Vent, Learn, 
Organize! 
www.Indymedia.org—Global independent 
news network 
www.Anarcha.org – Info on Anarchafem-
inism and fighting Patriarchy. 
www.Autonomista.org—Focuses on the 
Argentina revolutionary movement 
www.EZLN.org—Mexican Revolutionar-
ies fighting for indigenous rights.  

Activism 
Skill-Sharing, 

Community Resource Cntr, 
Radical Lending Library 
Open Monday - Friday 

6:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
Saturdays 1:00 PM - 7:00 PM 
418A New Britain Ave., Hartford 

www.BehindTheRocksInfoshop.org 



(including the place and times it is to be held). This will be done by agreement of the majority. At the end of this 7 
month consultation stage, it will be decided whether the consultation should continue or if the Intercontinental 
should be held as of July of 2006. 
 
Third - For those personal meetings and consultations which are held in Mexico, the EZLN’s Intergalactic Com-
mittee has asked the Good Government Junta of the Selva Border region to provide us with space in the Caracol of 
La Realidad, so that direct meetings with the EZLN can be held there. 
 
Preparation meetings can be held in other countries. If they are advised in sufficient time, the EZLN’s Intergalac-
tic Committee will send someone to listen and to take note of everything proposed there, and it will inform the 
EZLN so it can be aware of it. 
 
Fourth - For the cyber consultation, the Intergalactic Committee will put into operation, as of December 1, 2005, 
the web page: zeztainternazional.ezln.org.mx (yes, like that, with “z”). This web site will receive international 
subscribers to the Sixth Declaration as well as proposals and comments concerning the Intercontinental. They will 
be received, systematized and reported to all supporters by the EZLN’s Intergalactic Committee. 
 
Fifth - The zeztainternazional web page will have a very basic design so that it can be completed and improved 
collectively by those people from the five continents who desire to do so. For now it will just have the main page 
(which can be changed further along or every so often, according to the proposals) and spaces for support and for 
proposals for the Intercontinental, the EZLN’s positions and information concerning the international, as well as 
the EZLN’s actions and messages in support of struggles and resistances against neoliberalism and for humanity. 
 
Sixth - The EZLN is proposing that, where so accepted and 
desired, “Intergalactic Committees” be formed on the five 
continents. Their only work would be to propose, debate 
and agree on everything related to the Intercontinental En-
cuentro, as well as disseminating and promoting the partici-
pation of the entire spectrum which, below and to the left, is 
struggling and resisting for humanity. 
 
Democracy! 
 
Liberty! 
 
Justice! 
 
From the mountains of the Mexican Southeast 
 
Clandestine Revolutionary Indigenous Committee – Gen-
eral Command of the Zapatista Army of National Liberation 
 
By the Sixth Committee of the EZLN 
By the Intergalactic Committee of the EZLN 
 
Subcomandante Insurgente Marcos 
Lieutenant Colonel Insurgente Moisés 
Mexico. November of 2005 
Originally published in Spanish by the EZLN 

The Creating    Local    Autonomy  & Solidarity Hartford COLLECTIVE 
We are activists involved in many struggles within the Hartford area. We recognize that real 
change comes from below, from society’s have-nots; particularly the change that we need so  
desperately at this time in history. We also understand that there is no substitute for genuine 
movement-building, which cannot and will not be possible without unashamedly confrontational, 
disruptive direct action, the empowerment of grassroots direct democracy,  and a  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  
 
Some wish to skip right to the necessary societal and political changes without building the 
foundations of a movement that can actually mount popular power, instead prematurely organiz-
ing “national mobilizations,” lobbying “our representatives,” and supporting the lesser of two 
evils. This is a suicidal tendency, and demonstrates either a disconnection from or a disdain for 
the building of popular power at the bottom rungs of society, instead opting for a movement with 
enlightened, professional activists calling all the shots from above.  
 
We are not anyone's liberators. We merely put the tools of liberation in the hands of those 
who truly need it. What they do after that is up to them.  

 Peoples’ Global Action Hallmarks 
http://www.agp.org 
1. A very clear rejection of capitalism, 
imperialism and feudalism; all trade 
agreements,     institutions 
and governments that pro-
mote   destructive glob-
alization. 
 
2. We reject all forms and 
systems of domination 
and discrimination includ-
ing, but not limited to,         
patriarchy, racism and religious funda-
mentalism of all creeds. We embrace the 
full dignity of all human beings. 
 
3. A confrontational attitude, since we 
do not think that lobbying can have a 
major impact in such biased and un-

democratic organizations, in which 
transnational capital is the only real 
policy-maker; 
 

4. A call to direct 
action and civil  dis-
obedience, support 
for social move-
ments' struggles, 
advocating forms of 
resistance which 
maximize respect 
for life and op-

pressed peoples' rights, as well as the 
construction of local alternatives to 
global capitalism. 
 
5. An organizational philosophy based 
on decentralization and autonomy. 

For more info: 
HartfordCLASH@yahoo.com  

http://clash.8m.net. 
Or write: CLASH 
C/O Green Party 

418A New Britain Ave 
Hartford, CT 06106 

860-416-4575  (after 5 PM please) 
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“Below and to the Left is the Heart” 



Confront the War Machine:  
A Call to Action for the Third 
Anniversary of the Iraq War. 

Now is the time to bring the anti-war movement home 
by directly confronting the war machine in your 
hometown. And, in our hometown, Washington, DC, 
we invite you all to come and confront The Pentagon 
directly. 

The DC Anti-War Network, DAWN, a locally-based grassroots anti-war group in the metropolitan Washington 
area calls upon individuals and other local grassroots groups to observe the third anniversary of the war (a.k.a. 
occupation) in Iraq by organizing locally and holding nonviolent protests and actions of dissent in our communi-
ties. 

Additionally, DAWN calls upon individuals and groups who don’t have prior plans in their own communities to 
come to Washington, DC, not to march, lobby, or protest a government that ignores voices for peace and justice 
but rather to directly confront the war machine, The Pentagon, with acts of nonviolent civil resistance. 

In our home communities, now is the time to confront our government and those who profit from the war that has 
been waged based on lies and deception. DAWN calls for people to mobilize and organize locally in our commu-
nities to build and strengthen the anti-war movement. Instead of coming to Washington, New York, or other cities 
for just one day of protest, DAWN calls for anti-war actions over the entire month of March 2006 to mark the 
third anniversary of the war in Iraq. We urge people to organize against militarism in our schools and communi-
ties by confronting military recruiters who prey upon the young and the poor, to protest the use of torture that is so 
much a part of this war, to protest the use of depleted uranium on the Iraqi people, to make the connections be-
tween the war in Iraq with other wars and occupations, and to make the connections between the costs we are 
paying for war and what we are not paying for, vitally important social needs. 

Join us in March 2006 by organizing, building, and strengthening the anti-war movement in our communities and 
also by coming for a direct confrontation with The Pentagon. 

(1) DAWN calls for people to organize and choose an armed forces recruiting station in their neighborhood for 
protest. DAWN also encourages other kinds of counter-recruiting actions protesting military recruiters in our 
schools and communities. Stop the recruiters and end the war! 

(2) DAWN calls for people to demonstrate, including acts of nonviolent civil resistance, against torture, especially 
its use in this so-called “War on Terror.” Torture is illegal and immoral and should never be carried out in our 
names. Whether in wartime or peace, torture is wrong. Torture must stop! 

(3) Over 1.1 billion people, one fifth of the world’s population, barely survive on less than $1 per day, and half of 
the world’s population lives on less than $2 a day. Over 852 million people are hungry, and 16,000 children die 
from hunger every day. Every year 11 million children die because of hunger. Over 20 million low-birth weight 
babies are born every year in the global south, millions of them dying in infancy; those who survive risk lives 
with physical and cognitive health problems. Poverty destroys and devastates families, communities, and coun-
tries. Every dollar of the hundreds of billions of dollars spent for war and occupation takes away from what could 
help alleviate poverty and hunger. DAWN calls for protests against those who profit from the war and occupa- 2 

marketplace” have worked very hard for many, many years perfecting their crafts and their talents and depend on 
this money to exist upon and to buy of course more art supplies. The problem is that the artists/musicians/writers/
etc. have become a commodity to be traded like stock on stock markets, once a commodity they are peddled to the 
public as “what art, music or writing really is.” 
 
 In this society you’re not considered creative or an actual artist or musician until your work is 
“displayed” in an art gallery or show, or conventional, socially accepted form of “display,” which is very difficult 
to gain access to. Your music isn’t “music” until it is on a CD or played on the radio. Your writing isn’t “writing” 
unless it is “published” in the conventional means and popular manner which usually means a “big publishing 
company” or “respected underground press.”  
 
 Creative people often resort to prostituting their creativity and intellectual property just so they can 
survive on a daily basis and keep doing what they love to do. In a way, we are all prostitutes in one way or another 
whether it is your job, your boss, or your relationship to your country or to your habits or addictions. I’m not say-
ing that people shouldn’t get paid to create, I’m just trying to make the point that their art and intellectual property 
should not be pimped and prostituted by others.  
 
 “There can be no peace so long as hunger and want are found among millions of working people 
[including artists, writers, performers, etc] and the few, who make up the employing class, have all the good things 
of life.”  
 
 NEVER STOP CREATING – what is in your heart, soul, and mind! NEVER STOP creating because 
others do not deem your work as being “art” or “creative.” Be true to your own creative voice no matter what 
anybody else says or thinks. Create to please yourself First before you can please others, and after that if you make 
enough money for your “daily bread,” consider yourself lucky.  
 
 To quote Eldridge Cleaver, Minister of Information for the Black Panther Party and presidential candi-
date, “I write to stay alive!” 

 
Zapatistas announce details of organisation of Intercontinental encounter  
by Marcos and Moisés 
 
The Sixth Declaration of the Selva Lacandona proposed a new Intercontinental encounter to follow up those held 
in the 1990's in Chiapas and the Spanish state. This communique announces details of a consultation to take place 
until June 30th on holding it that proposes that “Intergalactic Committees” be formed on the five continents. 
Communiqué from the Clandestine Revolutionary Indigenous Committee – General Command of the Zapatista 
Army of National Liberation Mexico -- November of 2005 -- To the Peoples of the World: -- Brothers and Sisters: 
Concerning the Intercontinental proposed in the Sixth Declaration of the Selva Lacandona, and in general regard-
ing the international aspects of this statement, the CCRI-CG of the EZLN says its word: 
 
First - The Intergalactic Committee of the EZLN, headed by Lieutenant Colonel Insurgente Moisés, has been 
named for the coordination and monitoring of the international part of the Sexta. There will be a rotating team of 
comandantes and comandantas from the CCRI-CG of the EZLN, in addition to help from the EZLN’s Sixth Com-
mittee. 
 
Second - So that the conception, organization and holding of the Intercontinental Encuentro proposed in the Sexta 
can be produced with the real participation of supporters throughout the world, and not as a unilateral decision by 

the EZLN, as of December 1 of this year and at least until June 30, 2006, meetings and preparation consulta-
tions, of groups, personal or cyber, will be held so that proposals can be made for the Intercontinental 18 



tion. DAWN calls for actions, including nonviolent civil resistance, at local war contractors, as well as the politi-
cians who receive money from them, profiting from the war and occupation of Iraq and Afghanistan. Starve the 
war machine; feed the poor! 

(4) In addition to organizing and acting locally DAWN calls on people not otherwise engaged in their communi-
ties to come to protest the war machine, The Pentagon, with direct actions of nonviolent civil resistance. We must 
stop business as usual at The Pentagon where war plans are born and implemented, including the use of depleted 
uranium against the Iraqi people. Now is the time for mass actions of nonviolent civil resistance to be directed at 
The Pentagon rather than simply the President and other politicians who see the anti-war movement as a focus 
group. End the war; protest The Pentagon! 

(5) We call for coordination of organizing between communities, through open clearinghouses and regional meet-
ings. For the Pentagon actions and any other actions in the DC area, we call for spokescouncils to plan actions so 
that ownership of the action does not belong to any one group but to the movement as a whole. While DAWN will 
plan a specific action or set of actions, we call on groups to use their creativity to plan their own actions, and we 
call on groups to work with DAWN and other groups on a unified scenario so that we can most effectively combat 
the war machine. Whether you are organizing locally or in Washington, we must work together, and communica-
tion and mutual respect is essential to making this month of action work. Let’s work together! 

Please contact stopthewarnow06@gmail.com for more information. 
 
 
A Global Call for Nonviolent Civil Resistance to End the U.S.-Led Military Occupation of Iraq 
 
We, the undersigned, invite peace-makers throughout the world to participate in an international campaign of 
massive, nonviolent civil resistance to stop the U.S.-led occupation of Iraq. These actions could be organized to 
include both non-violent civil resistance and legal demonstrations. 

The killing of tens of thousands of civilians, the wounding of perhaps 100,000 or more people, the torture and 
murder of prisoners in U.S. custody—these and other realities of the occupation are evidence of the massive state 
terrorism being perpetrated against the people of Iraq. At the same time, we mourn the deaths of over 2,300 sol-
diers of the “coalition forces,” while we denounce the lies (weapons of mass destruction, ties between Saddam 
Hussein and Al Qaeda) proclaimed in an effort to justify the invasion. 

First Date of International Actions: Monday, March 19-20, 2006, the third anniversary of the invasion of Iraq. 
The subsequent days of action are specified below. 

The Actions 

Some would participate in legal demonstrations while others would stage sit-ins, die-ins, and other nonviolent 
methods of blocking “business as usual” at government buildings or installations (including military bases and 
recruiting centers) or at corporate offices of war profiteers in the U.S., Great Britain, and other countries which are 
taking part in the deadly and unjust military occupation of Iraq. For these governments, “business as usual” is the 
business of violence, death, and exploitation. It must be blocked and stopped by responsible citizens. 

Peace-makers in countries whose governments are not at war in Iraq could consider U.S. or British embassies, 
consulates, military bases, or appropriate corporate offices as sites for legal demonstrations and nonviolent civil 

resistance. 
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closer the better. 
Perhaps the most important and time-consuming part of an affinity group’s existence is making the plan and back-
up plans. You can never have too many, just, as you can never be too safe. Plans, however, can be too compli-
cated; just keep that in mind. It’s also a good idea to do at least some research on consensus process, and it’s a 
great idea to have someone do a consensus training with your group. Consensus, however, works best when it is 
allowed to grow organically. 
 
Finally, don’t be afraid to leave, ask someone to leave, or disband an affinity group. If there’s just some group 
dynamics that simply aren’t working, it may be best to find people who function better. It’s much better to end a 
fatally flawed relationship than to pay for it in the street. You should always at least try to work through problems; 
some problems, however, are not always worth the effort in resolving. That is, however, the beauty of affinity 
groups. Formal political organizations that demand political and tactical unity split off regularly, usually in an 
ugly and sectarian way. What they don’t realize is that pluralism and diversity, in whatever form, can be beautiful 
and powerful things, so long as those differences are embraced, rather than seen and treated in a negative way. 
Affinity groups recognize that they don’t have all the answers, and if someone splits off to try something else, that 
just means that someone else is inventing a wheel that you won’t have to later on! That is not to say there’s never 
any strong conflicts in the world of affinity groups – it’s merely a philosophical guideline to keep in mind.  
 
The most important thing to take away from this is that the affinity group model can be risky, inefficient, irritat-
ing, and so on. But if you do it right, an affinity group can help you and your comrades understand just how much 
power you and I have when we, as beautiful human beings are free to discuss, decide, and act on our own initia-
tive and with the solidarity of others in common cause. The affinity group model can obliterate the myth that we 
need professionals running our lives - and our movements for that matter. Detractors say affinity groups are dan-
gerous, unpredictable, and totally uncontrollable – and I couldn’t agree more.  
 
 

The Artist, Musician and Writer as Prostitute in Western Civilization 
By Neil Gordon - CLASH collective 
 
 What is art? How can it be judged, and who can judge it? For many centuries the “art world,” that is 
the “corporate art world,” has been nothing but a racket based upon support by rich, wealthy benefactors and 
institutions, whether it be the “Church,” or today the upper echelons of Elite and upwardly-mobile society. The 
Rich have always embraced only certain artists, writers, musicians and composers as being “their own discover-
ies” or property in order to out-shine or out-do their fellow elite corporate collectors. Soon the starving artist (etc.) 
is hired to produce or commission “certain works which make the Rich/benefactors/boss/masters look cultured, 
educated, trendy and special. The artist can’t really do what she wants to do or create unless her style or “vision” 
of art fits into the latest whim of the marketplace or the art world or her benefactor or boss. Only certain styles of 
art are accepted during certain times or waves or exception of fashion, even only wanted by certain galleries, 
collectors, museums, etc. This practice goes back for many centuries where many artists, composers and writers 
made their “daily bread” by creating for the church pieces of intellectual property that catered only to or supported 
the views and visions of the Church. Many of the great “masterpieces” of “western civilization’s” art were com-
missioned either by rich/boss/benefactors or ruling faction of the Church.  
 
 Today the religious and political benefactors have been replaced by the Economic Elite who buy one or 
two works of an artist therefore making that artist “known,” “hot,” or seen as an artist in general where as many 
other artists that don’t conform to the whims of the “Art Marketplace” are finally not as financially successful. 
The artists and creators who are rewarded by large sums of money by conforming to the whims of the “art world/



stream protesting consists mostly of parades and pep rallies, affinity groups give initiative to people who may be 
more inclined toward more creative/effective tactics. Even in legal/non-disruptive demonstrations, affinity groups 
carry the potential to render things such as marshals obsolete. If all participants organize into affinity groups, they 
become collectively responsible, active owners of the event, capable of responding spontaneously and appropri-
ately to aggression according to their priorities, and not necessarily those of the small group of organizers. Far 
from being infeasible, people find an action much more attractive and empowering when they’ve been able to not 
only march for a good cause, but also organize and empower themselves, in the decisive fashion the affinity group 
model offers. This empowerment leads to a more sustainable, long-term grassroots movement membership.  
 
Affinity groups and spokescouncils allow for the maximum amount of freedom of action, without a top-down 
leadership, even a so-called “democratic” one, stifling the spirit and creativity of the grassroots folks on the street. 
Throughout the history of resistance, movement leadership bodies that are not accountable to their constituents 
have been proven, among other things, unresponsive to the needs and desires of the grassroots, easily bought-off, 
and tend to steer the movement into a direction that does not threaten the status quo, in order to preserve their own 
privilege and authority. Affinity groups and other autonomous groups give hope for a more democratic, effective 
movement. 
 
Finally, you can name your affinity group. It’s a fun thing to do, and can help foster a sense of camaraderie and 
playful rebelliousness that is invaluable to any movement of underdogs. 
 
The affinity group use in decentralized actions allow for maximum disruption and flexibility. Rather than the old 
paradigm in which protests that in some way or another challenged the status quo, where the protest leaders were 
merely arrested, and the demonstration would fall flat on its face, affinity groups act autonomously, and require no 
such coordination from above. If one affinity group is detained, all others can act on their feet and continue func-
tioning, and even organize jail support – or, if they act quickly enough, may even forcibly rescue their detained 
comrades, which is known as “un-arresting.” I might add, however, that re-arresting is much worse than the initial 
arrest. 
 
Furthermore, no central leadership can negotiate away the disruption with the authorities, thereby making the 
actions uncontrollable – only those on the street can decide when it’s time to call it a day. Even though a hostile 
leadership can be a major threat to an effective direct action movement, it is by no means necessarily fatal to the 
movement. On the contrary – an autonomous direct action movement is generally fatal to the privileges of leader-
ship. In decentralized action situations, the authorities have a much more difficult time in knowing what exactly 
protesters will do, and in turn what they should prepare for. This of course allows for a greater element of surprise. 
 
How do you form an affinity group? 
Get a few people together with whom you feel comfortable and in agreement with, and see if they know anyone 
else interested. Have a meeting and discuss how the group will operate. Make sure everyone is on the same page: 
in terms of how much they’re willing to risk arrest, what each others’ sensitivities and vulnerabilities are 
(immigration status, former legal issues, traumas, fears, etc), and what everyone is for and against (politically and 
tactically). 
 
Decide where you would all like to begin. It is recommended that you stick to low-risk things in low-risk environ-
ments (i.e., not on the day of a protest; however, low-risk protests can be good too). Keep in mind, however, that 
no action is no-risk, so be sure to have at least one person of the same gender with you (so they can be with you 

during your whole time in custody, should you be detained) with whom you are already comfortable – the 

Examples of Possible Actions 

A group could sit down in the entrance of a U.S. or British government installation in any country, refusing to 
leave when the U.S. Marines or other security agents order them to disperse. They could insist on having a meet-
ing with the ambassador or the officer in charge of the military base, or they could wait for a clear statement from 
Washington, D.C., or from London of the date when all their soldiers will be withdrawn from Iraq. 

If those doing civil resistance are not able to enter U.S. or British property, they could sit down on the street or 
sidewalk in front of the building or base, or they could lie down in a “die-in” representing the victims of the war. 
In any case those involved in civil resistance might be carried out of the building or away from the entrance and 
arrested by the police. 

We invite people to think of other creative forms of civil resistance and to share these ideas with us so that we can 
pass them along to others. (For instance, people in the U.S. might consider the local offices of their U.S. Senators 
and Representatives among the potential sites for non-violent action.) 

All of this could happen in the presence of the mass media and in conjunction with a large legal demonstration 
very close to the same site. 

The impact of these actions on public opinion, the mass media, and governments would come from their sheer 
quantity and geographical diversity, on the same day, as well as from the clarity of their message and the disci-
plined nonviolence of the tactics. As this invitation spreads through the internet and other media, we expect that 
hundreds of actions could be held in scores of countries around the world, all with the same purpose—to demand 
an end to the violent military occupation of Iraq. 

A Sustained, Growing Campaign 

The second International Day of Nonviolent Civil Disobedience to End the military occupation of Iraq will 
be May 1, May Day, the International Day of the Worker—an occasion for massive demonstrations in all coun-
tries where working class struggle is celebrated and kept alive. The impact of the war on the poor and working 
class of the world could be emphasized. 

The third International Day of Nonviolent Civil Disobedience to End the Military Occupation of Iraq will be 
August 9, 2006, the 61st anniversary of the U.S. nuclear bombing of Nagasaki, Japan—to demand an end to U.S. 
proliferation of nuclear weapons of mass destruction and an end to the U.S. state terrrorism in Iraq. 

The fourth International Day of Nonviolent Civil Disobedience to End the Military Occupation of Iraq will 
be Sept. 11, 2006, the 5th anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attack on the U.S.—to commemorate and deplore that 
horrible act of violence and to denounce the terrorist violence which the U.S. government is inflicting on Iraq 
under the false pretense of the “war on terrorism.” 

If necessary, we will continue with the International Days of Nonviolent Civil Disobedience to End the Mili-
tary Occupation of Iraq. The fifth could be on Dec. 10, 2006, International Human Rights Day. (The Day itself, 
Dec. 10, falls on a Sunday, which would be appropriate for legal demonstrations. Groups doing civil resistance or 
civil disobedience actions at government installations may choose Monday, Dec. 11, when these offices will be 
open. This is similar to the situation of March 19-20.) 
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Path to Action 

If you are interested in discussing this proposal with us, please contact dm@aglobalcall.org (It is possible that by 
making this initial contact you may be putting yourself in some legal jeopardy). 

If you express interest in implementing this proposal, our Coordinating Committee could put you in touch with 
others from your country, region, or city who have also expressed interest to explore possibilities for collabora-
tion. 

We would be willing to support the local grass roots organizing efforts according to the needs of the individuals 
and groups in these areas. Contact us if you would like any guidance or assistance. As we develop our contact list, 
we will send out update information and other information to assist you and your group in the planning of your 
actions. 

The Number One message of every action would be: End the military occupation of Iraq. This emphasis must be 
clear if the many actions in many places are to have a profound impact on the public and governments. Local or 
national organizers may wish to present one or two related issues or demands, with the main focus staying on 
ending the military occupation of Iraq. 

Our Coordinating Committee will send out a brief sample statement which could be used with each action. Groups 
are free to express their demands and motivations in religious language or not, as they see fit. 

Spreading the Word 

We ask individuals, groups, and organizations around the globe to endorse this Call and to send it out to their 
mailing lists and to the media. Groups which are not committed to participating in the actions of civil resistance 
could simply transmit our Call. We hope that this global call will be a part of a sustained grassroots campaign to 
end the violent occupation of Iraq. Through our Coordinating Committee, we would be happy to support grass-
roots efforts to this end and to work with others in organizing nonviolent civil resistance around the world. 

Some persons and organizations may choose to organize legal demonstrations (without any component of civil 
resistance) on the days we have proposed. We would request that they inform us of the legal demonstration they 
are planning, and that they inform their local media. We will also inform international media about the actions 
planned. As for those who are planning civil resistance in their locality, if you are proposing this publicly prior to 
your action, please inform your local or national media and please let us know so that we can inform the interna-
tional media. 

If you are not making this public before your action, please inform us as soon as the action takes place so that we 
can report it as one of many actions in various parts of the world. Thanks for your kind consideration of this pro-
posal. For a list of signers, please see visit www.aglobalcall.org  

 
 
 

Affinity Groups: Free, Flexible, 
DANGEROUS 

What is an affinity group? 
An affinity group is usually about 3-15 like-minded people who feel comfortable and can relate with one another 
Participants may fulfill many tasks, such as medical, communications, vibes watcher, decision facilitators, etc. 
 
Why form an affinity group? 
Affinity groups are a secure, empowering model of organization, usually, but not exclusively for the purpose of 
direct action, which is broadly described as any act that bypasses established political channels to accomplish 
objectives directly, as I will go into more detail describing as we go on. 
 
How does an affinity group operate? 
A decision-making process known as consensus is used, which allows any member to block a decision, thereby 
minimizing the trampling of a minority’s wishes, and fostering a spirit of compromise and respect for all. 
 
AG’s usually coordinate through bodies known as spokescouncils, which are meetings of delegates from many 
affinity groups. Delegates are empowered to only express that which their affinity groups have expressed, rather 
than make decisions for their fellow affinity group members without their consent. These spokescouncils set the 
guidelines for action for a specific time frame and area.  
 
Blocs and Clusters are groups of affinity groups acting together in a specific action. The black bloc tactic, for 
example, is not merely a chaotic riot, but ideally many anarchist affinity groups joining together in a decisive, 
militant and organized expression of resistance. Participants dress in black in an attempt to erase visually-based 
hierarchies such as race and gender in order to protect participants who are more vulnerable to police brutality, 
and to maximize anonymity to those in direct action. Many other kinds of protesters, however, also utilize blocs 
and clusters, which I’ll describe later on. 
 
What do affinity groups do? 
Affinity groups are capable of nearly any kind of action. The action may be intentionally visible and out in the 
open, or covert where the result, and not the activist, is the only thing meant to be seen. 
 
Banner drops and guerilla theater are at least good practice, and at best highly thought provoking and visually 
powerful. For those more willing to risk arrest, blockades and civil disobedience are excellent ways to shut down 
urban areas. Some blockaders strictly adhere to nonviolence, whereas others make each arrest as costly to the 
police as possible by forcibly resisting arrest, thereby forcing the police to think twice about engaging in mass 
arrests. Perhaps the most exciting and potentially effective use of affinity groups is in roving actions designed to 
cause disruption and at the same time evade arrest and standoffs with superior police forces. Often times these 
AG’s utilize bikes and other people-powered transportation, most popularly in critical mass or bike blocs. These 
roving AG’s also sometimes come to the assistance of protesters being arrested/brutalized, who may be engaged in 
blockades, by swarming police lines and catching them off guard. Finally, many affinity groups are focused on 
supporting roles, such as medic teams, food/water providers, indymedia reporters, legal observers, etc. These AG’s 
are highly invaluable, and usually there are not enough around. 
 
What are the benefits of affinity groups? 
Affinity groups allow all participants to play an active role in the action they are taking part in. While main-
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necessary, and even fun once in awhile. If we learn from the lessons of the Mayday Tribe and the Weather Under-
ground, the direct actionists of the last antiwar movement, we come to the understanding that a closed, isolated 
vanguard cannot arouse the population to revolutionary (or even militant) action, regardless of  the urgency of the 
situation. Mayday, on the other hand, was explicit in its handing over of power to the participants, rather than 
hording it among the enlightened organizers. The Days of Rage’s 200 participants and Mayday’s tens of thousands 
radically demonstrated the two philosophies’ disparity in effectiveness, and should not be forgotten. Some might 
say we are a long way from Mayday. We might argue that Mayday was long overdue. We must start somewhere.  
 
We must also be highly suspicious of the idea that non-activists have to take small steps before they’re ready for 
stuff that might get them arrested, much in the way that we should suspect that the rumor that you can’t fight city 
hall is a being spread by the Mayor. The fact is that we live in a criminal society. Your average shop-lifter (of 
which there are far more than you think) is a middle class woman. People today are as unconcerned with the law 
as they ever have been. It may be only a matter of transforming this indifference, defiance or odd enjoyment of 
that which is “wrong” into something noble. This is perhaps a good example of why it is important to have a radi-
cal anti-capitalist, anti-authoritarian philosophy - it gives you a better understanding of what makes people tick, 
and how we as activists can relate to and persuade non-activists.  
 
We must also emphasize that it is always important for us to be making our own institutions along our own phi-
losophical lines and principles, like free schools, infoshops, independent unions, independent media, worker and 
consumer cooperatives, and all the other stuff that embodies the new world we hold in our hearts. In these we can 
find a base of resistance that can sustain this particular struggle and, in time, much greater ones.  
 
So, in short, we don’t know what we want, but we know how to get it. And if you’ll allow us one more cliché, we 
must make the road by walking.  

Up the Ante!! 
 

Your Friends, 
The CLASH Collective 

 
 
 
 
 

Rage in the Streets: 
The San Francisco 

Uprising  
by Rayan El-Amine 
(Originally printed in Left Turn Magazine #9, August 2003) 
In San Francisco people have been marching and demonstrating against the war on Iraq in large number for 
months. The city saw its largest demonstrations ever on February 16 with close to 250 thousand people in atten-
dance. This was less than a month after a January 18 anti-war march that brought out similar numbers. Hundreds 
of thousands of people marched and protested around the world but there was a sense that people need to do more 
here in San Francisco.  
 
A loose network of activists called Direct Action to Stop the War (DASW) had been doing direct action targeting 
oil corporations, government buildings and pro-war politicians for months. Sensing there was a wider appeal to 
step things up, DASW decided to make a call to “shut down business as usual” in the city the day after the war 
starts. We started holding widely publicized weekly spokes council meetings to reach consensus on strategies and 
coordinate actions. As the war became more likely, more people started coming to the “spokes council” and thou-
sands were going to our website to see how they could plug into doing civil disobedience if war breaks out.  
 
The strategy was to shut down the financial district in San Francisco the day after the war starts by organizing 
dozens of autonomous affinity groups who would take on individual targets all over the city. The approach for the 
actions was similar to the anti-globalization protests in structure and organization but was different from previous 
actions in that the organizers decided to “openly” plan the action. Targets of the protests were laid out explicitly 
on maps and posted on the internet for everyone to see, even the police. This was to allow as many people to get 
information and plug from outside the usual circle of activists.  
 
Some of the targets in the city included Bechtel Corporation Headquarters, Carlyle Group offices, Citicorp, the 
British Embassy, bridges and major intersections in the financial district. People were all encouraged to pull to-
gether affinity groups of 25 people or less and work together to take one of the targets suggested or do an action of 
their own. Affinity groups sent representatives to spokes council meetings to share information, coordinate with 
other groups and work out the details of the actions. All other aspects of organizing were covered by other work-
ing groups such as legal support, medical assistance, outreach and media.  
 
Yogis for peace  
We knew that the level of anger and resentment against the war had grown beyond the usual left groups when 
affinity groups were forming that represented a wide array of people—from the “people of color cluster” which 
had organized over 100 people to do civil disobedience, to the “soccer moms” affinity group which came from 
more affluent suburbs. The level of militancy varied from “yogis for peace” who were going to block traffic by 
peacefully performing yoga in intersection to the “gay shame” affinity group which wanted to take on an intersec-
tion in front of the main police station in city (and ended up holding it for hours).  
 
The “mobilization” received some surprisingly favorable press with front-page articles in local and national news-
papers. We were further boosted by prewar actions which were called by a very unusual ally. The ex-President 
and Chief Operating Officer of the Pacific Stock Exchange Warren Langely contacted the organizers and asked to 
participate in civil disobedience with the group. He agreed that it was time “to break some rules” in order to stop 
the war and was willing to put himself on the line.  
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That same week a press conference advocating “civil disobedience” was held in front of the Pacific Stock Ex-
change along with a broad representation of community members. After the press conference, Langley was joined 
by two hundred others in an action at his former employer, blocking the doors to the Pacific Stock Exchange and 
the intersection in front of the building. Langley and over 100 others were arrested.  
 
The media attention and the desire for people to escalate their protest funneled hundreds of people to our organiz-
ing meetings. Affinity Groups formed and met individually to make plans to take on targets. Bigger targets such as 
large intersections were taken by a combination of affinity groups called “clusters”. Meetings got progressively 
larger and the last spokes council meeting before the war started had over three hundred people attending, many 
were individuals representing affinity groups wanting to participate. Most of targets laid out by organizers were 
claimed by groups or clusters.  
 

Global Intifada  
Our group, named Global Intifada, had joined a couple of groups to create the “Anti-Capitalist/Anti-Imperialist 
Cluster,” a group that was going to shut down Market Street in front of Citicorp and the British Consulate, a major 
intersection in the financial district that would require lock down equipment and hundreds of support people to 
hold it. Our message was against the US’s role in the Middle East in general and against the racist policies of the 
administration at home. We made flyers, banners and patches to wear to relay our message, highlighting the Pales-
tinian struggle.  
 
Our group kept growing as people contacted us and wanted to plug in any way, the majority were doing civil 
disobedience for the first time. Despite this, the commitment and energy of the new people to make an impact if 
the war started was unbelievable. Many in the group had decided to wear adult diapers so that they would not be 

distracted by personal needs for hours after locking down intersection or during blockades.  
The evening that the war started activists met at a designated location to do last minute planning and to do a 

our experience, direct action that is organized autonomously and non-hierarchically is generally the most effective 
kind. This effectiveness has been demonstrated at countless actions, most infamously in the streets of Seattle in 
November 1999, when hundreds of affinity groups blocked streets, the paths of WTO delegates, and in many 
cases successfully  fought off police repression. We also believe too much is at risk to simply hand over command 
to any leadership, which may have very different priorities and ideas about what is at stake, just so they can nego-
tiate us away with the State. What’s there to negotiate about? Either the war continues (and with it the march to 
apocalypse) or the war is over. What could be simpler? Further, when those in the street are allowed to call their 
own shots, based on their own priorities and the mutual aid and solidarity of their comrades, they invariably call 
the right ones. It is only through autonomous direct action that we can foster an American insurgency capable of 
halting the war machine, and ultimately building the framework for a new democratic, cooperative, peaceful soci-
ety. 
 
It is towards this end that we are helping to organize the Southern New England Regional Consulta on Direct 
Action and Nonviolent Civil Resistance. It will take place January 21st, 2006, at Capital Community College in 
Hartford, CT. For more information, check out www.StopTheWar.GQ.NU Out of this, spokescouncils and affinity 
groups will probably become the organizational base and the units of action for the March direct actions against 
the war, and ideally, what makes up the new antiwar movement as the struggle continues. But the question re-
mains: how do we get to the point where we have a movement that can, as this document  describes, effectively 
stop the war? Even if we know why the movement has to change, and in what way, we still have only a vague idea 
of how. This is, of course, the stuff that history is made out of. When we venture out, armed only with our honest 
desire to see what is right fulfilled and the philosophical commitment to what means we will use to achieve our 
ends, unsure of where we will end up or how we’ll get there, it is in that instance that we enter uncharted territory 
and open up a new chapter of the tradition of regular people struggling for great things.  
 
In the hopes of getting this colossal ball rolling, we have some thoughts to share on how this task should be ap-
proached. While on the one hand, most of the ‘leadership’ of the anti-war movement cannot be counted on for 
much (though some of them can be) on the other hand, the grassroots can be counted on to be open-minded, en-
gaging, thoughtful, and every once in awhile daring or frustrated enough to give our brand of action a try. It is 
these folks that we need to align ourselves with, get to come to an affinity group training, and encourage them to 
push the limits of what they’re willing to do, so long as we are respectful and know what we’re talking about. It is 
important to not isolate ourselves as a militant margin, if only because of what the Weather Underground taught us 
about being distanced from criticism, and so we have to keep coming back to the table.  
 
However, obviously we can’t solely work as a current within the existing anti-war movement. We must also be 
reaching out to new people who’ve never so much as held a sign. We can’t leave it up to the mainstream move-
ment to do the public outreach to the 65% (as of Dec. 2005) of the people in this country who are against the war. 
We have to figure out how to bring people into the movement in the way that most of the rest of the movement has 
not; we have to be respectful, empowering, and figure out how to make that growth sustainable. We have to reach 
out to unaffiliated people as well as those basic institutions in society, such as community groups, places of wor-
ship, clubs, parent/teacher associations, unions, and all the other places that the right-wing claims as its own, and 
that the left is afraid to go to.  
 
Another important question: how do we convince non-activists to jump right into direct action? Perhaps there is no 
answer, because they will be unwilling, and we must first engage them in other ways. Our hope, however, is that if 
we can lead by example and demonstrate to the general population, (The People,” as most people detached from 
society refer, as nobody actually identifies with that term) that it is not only possible, it is also empowering, 
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public, based on the level of police state mobilization. Concerns such as the vulnerabilities of some activists to 
state repression are discussed and addressed.  
  
We realize that the repercussions for arrest are simply too high for some to risk, and so we recognize the strong 
and often urgent need for solidarity to our more vulnerable comrades. However, we disagree with the course of 
logic that we should therefore continue with permitted protest. That one reality does not erase the other, that per-
mitted protest has a bad track record in terms of making us heard by the war-makers. We believe the first priority 
in the struggle against the war is to use effective tactics, and to subordinate all other concerns to that priority. 
 
Some even insist that direct action is a phenomenon of insensitive middle class adventurists, either indifferent or 
bigoted toward people of lower classes or other ethnicities and their vulnerabilities. Without a doubt, many times 
some activists have borne the brunt of the foolish actions of others. But this is not an issue of direct action, so 
much as it is about a lack of respect and consensus within the movement. Indeed, it is these very core issues that 
cause so many of the other problems that plague our movements, such as sectarianism, elitism and the internal 
oppression of young people, women, queers, workers, poor folks and people of color within the movement.  
 
Characterizing direct action as a thing of the privileged classes is to discount and disrespect the many valuable 
contributions to the direct action tradition by poor and working class people of all ethnicities, genders and sexual 
identities. It ignores the countless acts of direct action that made the Knights of Labor, the Industrial Workers of 
the World (IWW), and many other militant unions throughout American history truly effective, popular move-
ments. And it was from the Wobblies (members of the IWW) that the Civil Rights movement took the sit-down 
strike as a tool to fight Jim Crow, which eventually exploded as a spontaneous, autonomous phenomenon exe-
cuted by young black people all over the South. And what about the fearless, tireless campaigns of ACTUP? Were 
these working class queer anti-AIDS crusaders not notorious advocates and participants in direct action?  
 
Caricaturing direct action as simply individualism run amok is as insightful as the crude cartoons featured a cen-
tury ago in the capitalist press, of a wild-eyed, cloaked, bearded man clutching a bomb with a lit fuse, accompa-
nied somewhere in the caption by the word, ‘anarchist.’ It is intolerable and it has to be challenged at every single 
step. 
 
People who are unable to risk arrest can play pivotal supporting roles for those who do, such as medical, legal, 
media, communication, and many other tasks. Other direct actions can even be legal, such as counter-recruitment 
work. If fulfilled, these can make an effective movement a sustainable one, and are therefore every bit as impor-
tant. Maintaining visibility for people doing work behind the scenes and/or in supporting roles can be a challenge, 
but is by no means impossible, so long as we have organizations that are anti-hierarchal, participatory and radi-
cally feminist.  
 
Further, practical on the ground solidarity can have a major impact on the safety of those who are more vulnerable 
to arrest and brutality, but risk arrest anyway. Some such examples are the tactics of forcible un-arresting, jail-
house solidarity, and generally being mindful of the vulnerabilities of others when planning and carrying out direct 
action. We also recognize that the escalation of the struggle can potentially mean that all of those who are more 
vulnerable in the movement become therefore more at risk, regardless of the roles they consciously play. How-
ever, we believe that any movement that effectively challenges the status quo, regardless of the tactics employed, 
will always receive state repression, of which we have already gotten a taste. Repression is inevitable. But if we 
concede effectiveness, we risk repression for nothing. 

 
We desire a movement that is completely out of control, like a force of nature, or a wild, cornered animal. In 

run through with other groups in our cluster. The next morning, simultaneously with other actions in the city, our 
group converged from different directions and managed to halt traffic at Market Street. The rest of the cluster took 
the other side of the street, creating a space in between for people to join us. Banners bearing our message were 
put up the area, musicians played, and chanting protesters took over the space. We were able to close the intersec-
tion from 7 AM to around 1 PM. Even though we were arrested way before 1 PM, every time that a line was 
cleared others sat in and took our place. This went on for hours as the arrestees were put into “pens” on the side-
walk and cheered on others taking their place.  
 
Around the city similar scenes were happening as “business as usual” was totally stopped. The Bay Bridge was 
closed as thousands of protesters rushed a police line, got the bridge and stopped traffic. Bechtel headquarters 
along with many other corporations were totally shut down as was the Federal Building in the city. Swarms of 
bicyclists roamed the streets and helped support our actions—they were directed by communications teams to go 
and slow down police cars approaching different location.  
 
Jail solidarity  
The police had set up a huge warehouse at a pier to process the close to 2000 arrestees taken in the first day. This 
was more arrests in one day than any other time in San Francisco history. The police were totally overwhelmed as 
protesters were brought in on borrowed city buses and were put into pens according to the location of arrests. 
Buses filled with protesters kept coming in for over 10 hours, with the last bus pulling in around midnight. Each 
busload would announce their target and were cheered by the rest of the protesters already there. It became an 
arena for the protesters and helped regroup affinity groups split apart during the action.  
 
Meetings to discuss further actions were conducted in every pen and continued later in the jail cells. The huge 
number of arrestees created further problems for police as people refused to give their names and started doing jail 
solidarity in support of those with trumped up felony charges. Protesters who refused to leave and participated in 
jail solidarity were finally forced out of their cells by being strapped down into wheelchairs and thrown out by 
police without being identified or having any charges filed against them.  
 
The next day, a huge headline in San Francisco Chronicle read “Racing into Iraq – Rage in the SF Streets,” and 
was filled of stories of the uprising from the previous day. In one article, Officer Drew Cohen from the SF Police 
Department, who coordinated the response to the protesters, was quoted as saying the protesters had “succeeded 
this morning – they shut the city down – they are highly organized, but they are totally spontaneous. I think the 
police are doing a great job but the protestors are always a few steps ahead of us”  
 
The protests continued as planned for the next day on Friday when police tactics became more brutal. There were 
over 700 arrests on the second day but that did not keep people in the tens of thousands from taking to the streets 
on both Saturday and Sunday in unpermitted marches throughout the city. Direct action continued on Monday 
morning with protesters blockading the Carlyle Group building and the Federal Building. Students at San Fran-
cisco State followed suit and occupied university buildings.  
 
Direct Action to Stop the War was successful in shutting down the city and organizers all over the country have 
been inspired by what happened in San Francisco. One of the organizers described the events of the last few days 
as not just a protest against the war but a “popular uprising.” On Monday, April 7, 2003, a National Day of Action 
has been called by the SF activists in order to have a coordinated day of actions all over the country to shut down 
business as usual. Regardless what happens in the next few weeks, people in this city and hopefully around the 
country now know how empowering it is for people to take to the streets and challenge the system behind this war. 
Let us hope that the uprising in San Francisco is just the beginning of a broad, militant and sustainable anti-war 
movement in this country.  
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Movement Notes 
Iraq: What’s at Stake, and the Tasks Before Us 
By m(A)tt - CLASH Collective 
We are fast approaching the third anniversary of the war in Iraq. Hundreds of thousands have been killed, millions 
have suffered, and the situation becomes worse every day – indeed, ever second. And in over three years of pro-
test, we have by and large gone unheard in any practical sense. We may make some headlines now and again by 
winning celebrities to our cause, but regardless, our cries for peace and justice have gone unheeded. 
 
Make no mistake: this war will come to an end, sooner or later. The hatred this unprovoked war has sewn is so 
entrenched, and the people of Iraq are so determined to be rid of an illegitimate, foreign rule, that it is simply 
impossible for the US to win in any sense of the word. However, if we allow this war to run its course, the cost 
may be higher than we realize. Social services are being crippled, as already this war 
has cost $200 billion, and the societal effect of the steady stream of broken bodies and 
damaged minds has begun to tremble beneath the surface of our society. If this war 
goes on much longer, America will know more suffering than it ever has before. Much 
of the antiwar movement expresses concern for the war’s affect on society, but then 
why does it insist on strategies that admittedly will take as long as those employed 
during the Vietnam era, which after ten years saw millions dead and very deep societal 
scars that are still felt today by the hundreds of thousands of American soldiers and 
millions of southeast Asians. Today, the consequences for the rest of the world, who 
will bear the brunt of the new fundamentalist movement being bred in Iraq, will be far 
greater than anything the US government has yet to unleash upon the world. Another 
ten year war is not acceptable. 
 
We must also be clear about what the Powers That Be believe the stakes of this war are. 
While they are not sure if this crusade can be salvaged, they believe that no cost is too 
high to maintain US world supremacy in the twenty-first century. This includes the 
leadership of the Democratic Party every bit as much as it includes the Republicans, 
and we simply cannot depend on any anti-war candidates (like Richard Nixon) to do 
our dirty work for us, as they, much more often than not, will not fulfill campaign 
promises that run diametrically opposed to the status quo. We must also account for the 
fact that regardless of the “fourth branch” of the government, the media, and its “if it 
bleeds, it leads,” tendencies that have done more to garner antiwar sentiment than any-
thing we, the antiwar movement have, the fact remains that the media is intensely defensive of the status quo, for 
the simple fact that mainstream journalism is as big a business as anything else these days. And as we all know, 
American business interests are at stake, and a US defeat in Iraq would be a colossal catastrophe to the powers that 
are directly behind the media machine. And as we have witnessed in every election we can remember, the media 
plays an intensifying role in the outcome of elections. This is precisely why the electoral road is a dead end, and 
why the US will never willingly pull out of Iraq. Fundamental change, which is the only worthwhile goal in this 
era, never in history has come from above and within the system - it has always come from below and without.  
 
Some assert that a movement that stays within the confines of the law is important in order to create a venue that 
can foster and support dissident and mutinous soldiers, as well as rebel workers, in the hopes that those who wield 
the machinery and weaponry of the war apparatus will bring the war to a halt. While we share the sentiments and 

hope for this to happen, we do not believe that it will quickly enough, if at all. For one, the US military is 

quasi-volunteer, and so the level of mutiny and refusal that was seen mainly toward the end of the ten-year Viet-
nam War draft could possibly take even longer to manifest, particularly if one considers how the Civil Rights and 
Liberation movements, which we greatly lack today, contributed considerably to that phenomenon. The prospect 
of a revolt by organized labor is much less likely, particularly if one considers the crisis it is currently facing spe-
cifically, and its hierarchy and collusion with the capitalist establishment in general. Furthermore, there is no 
reason to believe that a movement that is primarily direct action-oriented cannot be equally or more effective in 
inspiring spontaneous worker and solider rebellion. To argue otherwise is pure speculation. Indeed, it was the 
massive upheavals in Russian society at the end of World War I that, to paraphrase one such soldier, inspired the 
Czar’s soldiers to come home and fight their own capitalist masters, rather than the German proletariat (Obsolete 
Communism, Cohn-Bendit, 1968). Likewise, it was the direct action that made the Civil Rights movement so 
effective that inspired the initial refusals and mutinies of the Vietnam war era. The fact is that the government 
must be forced to cease its aggression by regular people of all walks, and we must intervene with our own bodies. 

We must end this war, before it ends us. 
 
Though we realize it is unrealistic to expect this immediately of the anti-war move-
ment, it is for these reasons that we believe it should abandon permitted mass protest 
and lobbying our so-called representatives in government altogether. We must wage 
war on the war-makers. Wage it in whatever ways that are consistent with your own 
beliefs. But please, wage. We are not fighting for merely the moral imperative of the 
situation; it is a matter of self-preservation. Though we are revolutionaries, we do not 
seek the collapse of society without first creating a new one in the shell of the old. If we 
continue to obey, we dig our own grave.  
 
The US government is capable of waging war in the first place because it has a stable 
base from which to operate. That base is what’s know as our society. From our society, 
it  takes troops, weapons, goods, land for bases, and moral support, all in order to hold 
other peoples captive. We, the citizens of the empire, are therefore in a unique position 
to deprive the war machine of what it requires to continue its crimes. If we withhold 
troops through continued and intensified counter-recruitment work, they have no one to 
kill and die for them. If we block the development, manufacture and distribution of 
weapons, they have no implements of violence. If we put even the home bases of the 
military on the defensive, it will make it all the more difficult to go on the offensive. 
And already, the moral support for this war is steadily disintegrating. The application of 
these concepts are, in our opinions, very much up for debate - a debate that at the mo-

ment is very difficult to have in the broader antiwar movement, as dialogue is very much framed by the movement 
leadership and celebrities, who are decidedly against any such ideas. But regardless, we stand strongly behind 
them as practical ways to ending the war.  
 
Direct action is sometimes characterized by a small minority, a vanguard of sorts, acting on behalf of a majority 
with spectacular acts of subversion - a trend perhaps best represented by the Marxist-Leninist Weather Under-
ground Organization. This is criticized, in many regards correctly, as anti-democratic. However, direct action is 
not necessarily so. In the last several decades, direct action has been also organized in a democratic fashion 
through organs of popular power known as spokescouncils. Spokescouncils are generally directly democratic (as 
opposed to democratic centralism) where all participants in the actions of a certain time frame and geographic area 
make decisions on general guidelines, agreements and policies for action, while maximizing freedom of move-
ment and action for individual groups. Some spokescouncils are varyingly private, while others are open to the 
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Caricaturing direct action 
as simply individualism run 
amok is as insightful as the 
crude cartoons featured a 
century ago in the capital-
ist press, of a wild-eyed, 
cloaked, bearded man 
clutching a bomb with a lit 
fuse, accompanied some-
where in the caption by the 
word, ‘anarchist.’ It is intol-
erable and it has to be chal-
lenged at every single step. 


